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O come, O come, Immanuel, 

and ransom captive Israel 

that mourns in lonely exile here 

until the Son of God appear. 

Refrain: 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel 

shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

O come, O Wisdom from on high, 

who ordered all things mightily; 

to us the path of knowledge show 

and teach us in its ways to go. Refrain 

Refrain: 
 

O come, O come, great Lord of might, 

who to your tribes on Sinai's height 

in ancient times did give the law 

in cloud and majesty and awe. Refrain 

Refrain: 
 

O come, O Branch of Jesse's stem, 

unto your own and rescue them! 

From depths of hell your people save, 

and give them victory o'er the grave.  

Refrain: 
 

O come, O Key of David, come 

and open wide our heavenly home. 

Make safe for us the heavenward road 

and bar the way to death's abode.  

Refrain: 

 

O come, O Bright and Morning Star, 

and bring us comfort from afar! 

Dispel the shadows of the night 

and turn our darkness into light.  

Refrain: 

Translator: J. M. Neale (1851) 
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The heavens are trembling with anticipation, 

And we wait for Jesus. 
 

The nights are long and the days are short, 

And we wait for Jesus. 
 

Our redemption is drawing near,  

And we wait for Jesus. 

We hope in God and worship as people ready to see the salvation of our God! 
 

Introduction of Fr Matthew Wright 

 

 

 

Blessing of the Advent Wreath and Lighting of the First Candle 
 

 
 

Introduction 

Today is the beginning of Advent—the time of preparation for the celebration of Christ’s birth. We are here be-

cause God’s promises to our ancestors came true when Jesus was born. God’s promise is kept each Sunday when 

we worship because Christ is in our midst. God will keep the promise to come again in glory. In the ancient world, 

various peoples lit fires to mark the turning of the light into winter’s season and to pray for the return of the light. 

The church has Christianized that practice in the lighting of the Advent wreath. These candles are signs of the 

growing light of Christ who is coming again in all fullness into the darkness of our world. Until the dawning of that 

Great Day, we watch and wait in the Holy Spirit for Christ’s coming into the darkness of our world, lighting candles 

of hope, peace, joy, and love; and remembering the promises of God with prayer.  
 

First Sunday of Advent: The Candle of Hope 

Isaiah 60:2 says: 

For night shall cover the earth, and thick shadows the peoples; 

but the Lord will arise upon you, and God’s glory will appear over you. 
 

Lighting of the First Candle 

We light this candle to proclaim the coming of the light of God into the world. With the coming of this light there is 

hope. Because of Christ we not only have hope, but we believe that good is stronger than evil. God wants us to 

work for good in this world. 
 

The colour of this candle is purple— symbolizing the majesty of Christ, whose glory shines in the night. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Lighting of the Advent Candle 

Call to Worship 
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Light the first candle. 

Let us pray 

O God, we thank you that Jesus brought hope into our world. 

By the good news of the Bible you are still bringing hope to people. 

Help us to be ready to welcome Jesus Christ, so that we may think good 

thoughts and do good deeds and so we may be a people of hope in our 

world. Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit. Amen 

 

 

 

The Lord be with you 

And also with you 
 

Praise the Lord: 

Praise God, you servants of the Lord. 
 

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit: 

Blessed be God’s Name, now and forever. 

 

 
 
 

Let us pray. 
  

Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hid: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord. 

 

 

 

Morena re hauhele, Morena re hauhele 

Morena re hauhele, Morena re hauhele 
 

Kriste, Kriste re hauhele, Kriste, Kriste re hauhele 

Kriste, Kriste re hauhele, Kriste re hauhele 
 

Morena re hauhele, Morena re hauhele 

Morena re hauhele, Morena re hauhele 

 By Ven Moses Thabethe 

 

 

Let us ask forgiveness from the Lord 
 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father 

in penitence we confess that we have sinned against you  

through our own fault 

Introductory Rite 

Collect for Purity 

The Kyrie 

The Penitence 
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in thought, word, and deed,  

and in what we have left undone. 

For the sake of your Son, Christ our Lord 

forgive us all that is past 

and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 

to the glory of your Name. 

  

 

  

 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy on you: 

pardon your sins and set you free from them; confirm and strengthen 

you in all goodness and keep you in eternal life; through Jesus Christ  

our Lord. Amen. 

  

 

 

Almighty Father, 

Your Son came to us in humility as our Saviour 

And at the last day he will come again in glory as our judge: 

Give us grace to turn away from darkness 

to the light of Christ 

that we will be ready to welcome him; 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

One God, for ever and ever  

Amen  

 

 

 

Isaiah 64:1–9 

Psalm 80:1–7, 17–19 

1 Corinthians 1:3–9 

 

 

 

 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Allel---uia! 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Allel---uia! 

I am the Good Shepherd, says the Lord  

I know my sheep  

and mine know me 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Allel---uia! 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Allel---ia! 

 

 

 

 

Mark 13:24–37 

Absolution 

The Collect 

The Word of God 

Gospel Acclamation 

Gospel Reading 
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by Rev. Margaret Place  
 

Children’s Nativity 

By our Children’s Ministry 
 

 

 
 

Let us declare our faith in God. 

We believe in God the Father, 

from whom every family 

in heaven and on earth is named. 

We believe in God the Son, 

who lives in our hearts through faith, 

and fills us with his love. 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 

who strengthens us 

with power from on high. 

We believe in one God; 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen 

 

 

 
 

God of power and might, hear the prayers we offer on behalf of your church, the world and all those in need:  
 

We pray for your church today, gathering all around the world in tiny churches and great cathedrals to praise you 

and to hear your holy word. Give us a sense of expectation as we come and inspiration as we go. Help us to put our 

differences behind us and to unite instead behind the great commission of Jesus to make disciples of all nations 

and all people.  

Lord, in your mercy    Hear our prayer. 
 

We pray that you would drive away despair from our politics, revive our dreams of justice and truth, restore our 

passion for what is good and right. Establish your just and gentle rule in all areas of the world where there is con-

flict and where peace has been powerless and violent people have had their way. We ask you to govern the hearts 

and minds of those who lead our nations and for those in authority that they may act justly, with honesty and in-

tegrity according to your will.  

Lord, in your mercy    Hear our prayer. 
 

In our daily life, help us never to forget the supremacy of love. Motivate our care for our neighbourhoods in St 

Michael’s Parish and the surrounding areas and may your love heal the social ills, which sometimes drag us into 

despair. We pray for all people who care for others in our community and around the world. Fill them with com-

passion and the power to respond with justice for those who are oppressed, with welcome for those who are ex-

cluded, and with relief for those who suffer.  

Lord, in your mercy    Hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for people who are in crisis as the seasons change: for those without homes facing severe weather, for 

those who are unemployed or underemployed, and for those in poverty or facing food insecurity. Relieve their bur-

dens, sustain their bodies, and ease their minds.  

Lord, in your mercy    Hear our prayer. 

Sermon 

Affirmation of Faith 

Prayers of Intercession 
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We pray for the people in our families and congregation who live with depression, anxiety, chronic pain, addiction, 

and other invisible illnesses. Ease their suffering and support them when they struggle.  

Lord, in your mercy    Hear our prayer. 
 

We give thanks for the lives and witness of those who died while waiting for justice, peace, or healing, we pray par-

ticularly for the repose of the soul of Ethel Mbalula and for those whose names we know and those whose names 

are known only to you. Sustain all bereaved families so that they too may look forward in hope, to the coming of 

your kingdom. 

Lord, in your mercy    Hear our prayer. 
 

Merciful father accept these our prayers for the sake of your son, our Saviour Jesus Christ Amen 
 

 

 

 

 

Generous God, 

you have created all that is, 

and you provide for us in every season. 

Bless all that we offer, 

that through these gifts the world will receive your blessing. 

In the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray. 

Amen. 

 

 

 
 

As Christ has commanded and taught us, we are bold to sing: 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy Name,  

Thy Kingdom come, 

Thy will be done,  

On earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

As we forgive them that trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory,  

For ever and ever.  Amen.  

 

 

 
 

Almighty God, 

give us grace to cast away the works of darkness  

and to put on the armour of light, 

now in the time of this mortal life, 

in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility;  

that on the last day, 

when he shall come again in his glorious majesty  

to judge the living and the dead, 

we may rise to the life immortal; 

Prayer for Offerings 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
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through him who is alive and reigns with you,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen 

 

 

 
 

The light of the Advent Candle goes before us,  

offering hope and healing to a darkened world.  

Go into the world, confident in God’s presence with you.  

Bring the words and actions of peace to all God’s people. 

And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

be with you and remain with always. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Come, thou long expected Jesus, 

born to set thy people free; 

from our fears and sins release us, 

let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel's strength and consolation, 

hope of all the earth thou art; 

dear desire of every nation, 

joy of every longing heart. 

Born thy people to deliver, 

born a child and yet a King, 

born to reign in us forever, 

now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By thine own eternal spirit 

rule in all our hearts alone; 

by thine all sufficient merit, 

raise us to thy glorious throne. 

  Author: Charles Wesley 
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Weekly Worship :  The Church of Sotland 
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Final Blessing 

Dismissal 

Recessional  Hymn 
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E.F.T 
 

St Michael’s Church Bank 
Standard Bank (051001) 

Account Number: 000 176 397 
Account Name: Bryanston St Michael 

SNAP SCAN 

Thank you for your continued financial contribution to the church at this time so as to enable St Michael’s to 
meet its obligations in mission and ministry. 

Giving 

Keep connected on our various social media platforms with daily prayers, motivations and much more.  Click icon 
to go to the relevant page. 

 Website 

 

Instagram 

 

Facebook 

 

YouTube 

Follow us 

https://www.instagram.com/stmichaelschurchbryanston/
https://www.facebook.com/stmichaelschurchbryanston/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfigE8lHD28fOlo62W8Dtag
http://stmichaelschurch.org.za/

